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Monsignor Bill Honored by I. C. Parish and Christian Brothers
By Kelly Ann Kelly
Monsignor Ronald C. Bill moved into the I.C. rectory
in 2001 after 13 years as pastor of Sacred Heart Church in
Cicero and a long career of service throughout the Diocese
of Syracuse. During his 64 years as a priest, Monsignor Bill
has faithfully and humbly served in many capacities: pastor,
Army chaplain (with the rank of Brigadier General), CYO
director, and for almost 30 years, director of Catholic Charities in Oswego, Binghamton, and Syracuse. He has been one
of the hardest-working retired priests in the diocese, called
to help out at one church after another for intervals of up
to a year at a time. Through it all, Monsignor humbly and
obediently stepped up to meet every challenge in his calm
and cheerful manner. This spring, Monsignor Bill’s efforts
were recognized and rewarded by two communities close
to his heart: I.C. Parish and the Institute of the Brothers of
the Christian Schools.
On May 27 Monsignor Bill celebrated his 90th birthday.
The pandemic prevented the parish from holding a large
reception in his honor, so Father Thomas Ryan, Father
Philip Hearn, and the parish staff treated Monsignor to a
birthday luncheon at Vito’s Ristorante in East Syracuse. “It
was a nice, friendly, wonderful, warm lunch,” Monsignor
Bill said. “I had time to talk to everybody. Before eating, I
went around the room and everyone was saying wonderful
things about being 90. It was just a lot of fun!” His sister,
Sister Rose Bill, MFIC, read a note and poem from a nephew
of theirs. Parish trustees Patrick Mannion and Steve Helmer
sang his praises, metaphorically speaking, and Monsignor
Bill delighted the guests by actually singing.
Unbeknownst to Monsignor Bill, the church had quietly

Monsignor Ronald C. Bill reacts to Father Thomas Ryan’s
announcement that the parish family had gifted $30,000 in
honor of his 90th birthday. (Photo courtesy of Stephanie
Antshel)
been collecting funds from parishioners to be used as a gift
from the parish family. Over the course of several weeks,
the grateful congregation donated over $30,000! “I sincerely
appreciate all of your gifts for my 90th birthday,” Monsignor
wrote in the June 6 church bulletin. “I am truly humbled by
your generosity and so blessed to call Immaculate Conception home for the past 20 years.”
Reflecting Monsignor’s own beneficence, the bulk of
the money was earmarked to be divided between Catholic
Charities and the Monsignor Ronald Bill Scholarship Fund

Remembering A Saint Among Us
By Kelly Ann Kelly
Longtime parishioner and former parish employee Richard Resig passed away on June 15, 2021, just weeks shy of
his 95th birthday. Rich and his wife of 70 years, Rosemary,
were integral members of the I.C. community for decades.
He was a generous, hard-working, honest man who kept
God, family, and service always at the center of his life.
Rich was born in Altoona, Pennsylvania, in 1926. From a
young age, he was active in St. Therese Church and the Boy
Scouts. These experiences nurtured in Rich strong values
and — thanks to a unique opportunity to help his pastor
build and maintain a log cabin retreat house — carpentry
skills. After high school, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy and
served in the Seabees 139th Construction Battalion during World War II. After returning from the war, Rich met
and married Rosemary Nagle. They raised five children
(Michael, Patricia, James, Mark, and Christopher) while
moving eight times in 10 years for Rich’s job as a safety
officer for Agway.
In 1964, the family made their last move — to Fayetteville and to I.C. Church. After retiring from Agway, Rich
became the parish maintenance director. Five years later,
he retired from that position and served as the cemetery
caretaker for the next 15 years. After his “third retirement,”
he devoted his time to two of his favorite hobbies: woodworking and helping others.

Resig completed carpentry projects as needed for I.C.
Church and School, Christ the King Retreat House, the
Fayetteville Senior Center, Francis House, and Alverna
Heights. But he was best known for his highly prized Adirondack chairs. He made his first chairs for a family camp.
Others for family members and friends followed. Then, in
1976, Rich made a casual offer that turned out to have great
significance. “The retreat house was having a fundraiser,”
Rich told me in a 2006 interview, “and I asked, ‘Do you
want a couple of chairs?’ They said ‘yes,’ and it just went
from there.” From there, Rich went on to make hundreds
more chairs that were raffled or auctioned off at fundraisers
for many local charitable organizations and Immaculate
Conception. Over the years, he handcrafted a total of 565
Adirondack chairs!
Rich was a member of the Knights of Columbus and the
Boy Scouts. He helped out in countless ways at the Senior
Center and I.C. He washed dishes for Senior Luncheons and
made wooden toys, decorations, and household items for
the Church Mice Craft Group’s annual Christmas Boutique.
Resig was a humble man who was uncomfortable in the
spotlight, but his efforts did not go unnoticed. In 1998, he
received a Community Service Award from the Onondaga
County Office of Aging and Youth for his “untiring and unselfish contributions to the Fayetteville Senior Center.” He
was the 2013 recipient of the Immaculata award bestowed
by Bishop Robert J. Cunningham
in recognition of his years of
parish service. In 2014, he was
honored at I.C. School’s Blue
and White Night gala with the
first “Angels Among Us” award.
Father Michael Carmola echoed
that sentiment in his homily at the
funeral Mass for Rich: “If there
was ever a saint among us, Rich
Resig was one.”
Rich’s passing is mourned
by many in the parish and their
community, especially his surviving children, daughters-in-law,
14 grandchildren and 19 greatgrandchildren. May it bring his
loved ones some comfort to know
that Rich has gone to his eternal
reward and is reunited with his
parents, his beloved Rosemary,
Father Thomas Ryan and I.C. School principal Sally Lisi present the “Angels who passed away in 2019 after
Among Us” award to Richard Resig at the 2014 Blue and White Night Gala. (Photo a long illness, and Jim, their son
who died in 2015.
courtesy of Caroline Agor-Calimlim)

at Sacred Heart Church in Cicero (a merit award for parish
students pursuing higher education). One third was presented to Monsignor to be used at his discretion. Monsignor Bill
generously decided to divide it between Christian Brothers
Academy in Syracuse (his alma mater, class of 1949) and
I.C. School. “I thought these two were left out and I wanted
to remember them,” Monsignor explained.
Only weeks after his birthday, the Brothers of Christian Schools of Eastern North America bestowed upon
Monsignor Bill their highest honor, Letters of Affiliation.
This rare and deeply spiritual gift recognizes the member’s
extraordinary participation in the educational and evangelic
mission of the Lasallian Brothers: to make Christ present in
the world. Monsignor Bill was affiliated into the Institute
of Christian Brothers on June 19 at CBA.
Over the years, Monsignor Bill has celebrated Masses
at CBA, served on its Board of Trustees, and heard Confessions at the school. As an affiliate, Monsignor Bill has
become an honorary member of the Institute, may use
the letters “AFSC” after his name, and will “share in the
spiritual benefits of the prayers and apostolic activities of
all those who are serving in the Lasallian Mission, and
of the Brothers of the Institute.” “It was just a wonderful
experience to go through,” Monsignor Bill said. “I’ve got
a little more praying to do now. It means I’m an affiliated
member — [as an ordained priest] I can’t take the vows of
brotherhood. It’s the most important honor they can give.”
The Syracuse Diocese, CBA, and I.C. Parish are enriched
immeasurably by Monsignor Bill’s compassionate ministry.
God bless you, Monsignor Bill!

In Memoriam: Choir
Director James Vatter
By Andrea Ashline
On April 24, I.C.
choir director James
Vatter died unexpectedly at the age of 67. He
joined the parish music
ministry in 2017 and
was the music teacher
at I.C. School from
1979 to 1981. Andrea
Ashline, a member of
the choir, shares fond
remembrances of working with James.
I am honored and
James Vatter
humbled to tell you a
little bit about James Vatter. I haven’t known James for many
years, nor do I claim to know a lot about his life before I
met him, but I did know all about his love for music, his
huge heart, and his love for teaching.
Before James became the choir director here at Immaculate Conception, he had established himself as a musician
and teacher in Central New York. Originally from Auburn,
a wonderful city that I had the pleasure of calling home for
a few years, he taught piano locally to children as young as
four and, in his words, up to 100. He and I had talked about
having my six-year-old twins begin taking lessons from
him this summer! James was a member of several music
organizations, on local, state and national levels, and served
in a number of leadership roles.
As musicians, I had the pleasure of working with James
at Masses and musical events here at I.C. We were often
paired to provide the music for the weekly liturgy. James
was a wonderful accompanist, selected lively and upbeat
music, and was always a joy to be around. I loved his humor,
his dedication, and his bowties!
We connected in other ways, as well. We are both music
teachers — hoping to instill the love of music in all around
us. He was an accomplished flutist, and I studied the flute
in my years at Wellwood. He loved Broadway music and
we sat behind him at Famous Artists performances — often following him and his sister as we walked to our cars.
We loved to talk about our families, who were both very
important to us. He often talked about his sisters and the
fun things they would do together. Coincidentally, he was
one of the first people to find out I was expecting my third
child. He had asked me to sing in the choir for a Mass and
Continued on page 4

Page 2		

I.C. Good News - Summer 2021

I.C. School News
Sixth Grade Graduation
By Caroline Agor-Calimlim
Immaculate Conception School held its sixth-grade
graduation Mass at I.C. Church on June 22. Father Thomas
Ryan concelebrated the Mass with Monsignor Ronald Bill
and Father Philip Hearn. The 19 graduates sang a special
song under the direction of music teacher Denise Velardi,
accompanied by strings teacher Muriel Bodley. Diplomas
were presented by Principal Nancy Ferrarone and teachers
Danielle Paige and Madelyn Duffy.
Each year, three special school awards are given at the
graduation ceremony. The Sister Elizabeth John Award is

given to the graduates with the highest grade point average.
The I.C. Spirit Award (in memory of Teddy Schalk) is given
to the student who consistently embodied the school’s values, including striving to do their best, showing appreciation
and respect for others, and exhibiting enthusiasm for school
activities. The Light the Way Legacy Award (in memory of
our former school counselor, Patty Schramm) is given to
a student who exhibits the qualities of “being loving, supportive, compassionate, joyful, and spiritual.”
Congratulations to all of the graduates and best wishes
for your continued success!

Earth Day
at I.C. School
By Caroline Agor-Calimlim
I.C. School observed Earth Day with activities for all
ages. There was an Earth Day alphabet activity for the
Pre-K and kindergarten students and seed planting for
the first and second graders. The sixth-grade cleaned up
around the school grounds, filling up five leaf bags and a
few garbage bags; they also cleaned up around the grotto
the following week.
The sixth graders wrote letters then crumpled them up
and scattered them around to learn about littering versus
recycling. They also read “The Lorax,” Dr. Seuss’ cautionary
tale about environmental destruction, published in 1971 —
just one year after the first Earth Day.

Nineteen sixth-grade students were graduated from Immaculate Conception School on June 22 at I.C. Church. (Photo
courtesy of Caroline Agor-Calimlim)

Kindergarten Graduation
By Caroline Agor-Calimlim
Thirty students in the kindergarten classes taught by
Maureen Pierret and Heather Cleary celebrated the end of
their school year with a graduation Mass on June 23 in I.C.
Church. Father Thomas Ryan was the celebrant.

The students recited a poem about “The Many Blessings
of Kindergarten.” The kindergartners also took part in the
Mass by reading the responsorial psalm. They sang the closing songs and the school’s alma mater under the direction
of music teacher Denise Velardi.
Sixth-grade students read “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss to
younger students for Earth Day. (Photo courtesy of Caroline Agor-Calimlim)

Parish Teens Pitch
in on Earth Day
The kindergarten graduating class gathers on the altar at I.C. Church on June 23. (Photo courtesy of Caroline AgorCalimlim)

Fifth Graders
Join Team Jimmer

I.C. Fifth Grader
is Pitch Perfect

By Caroline Agor-Calimlim
For several years now, fifth-grade teacher Madelyn Duffy’s classes have participated in an annual tradition
of collecting and redeeming returnable bottles and cans
throughout the school year as a fundraiser for local charities.
This year, the class joined “Team Jimmer” by contributing
to ALS research. The students made the decision when
they heard the news that Jimmer Szatkowski, the father of
an I.C. School student, was recently diagnosed with this
debilitating progressive neuromuscular disease.

Each year, thousands of students throughout the state
participate in festivals sponsored by the New York State
School Music Association (NYSSMA) to receive performance feedback from trained judges. Performances are
judged on several dimensions, such as tone, technique, and
interpretation of the piece selected, as well as basic musical proficiency as demonstrated through scales and sight
reading. Christian Lee, a fifth-grade cello player, earned a
perfect score on level IV — the highest level of difficulty
— at the May 9 NYSSMA Spring Virtual Solo and Small
Ensemble Festival.

By Stephanie Antshel
On a beautiful Saturday morning in April, 10 high
schoolers volunteered at the I.C. grotto and the Fayetteville Senior Center in honor of Earth Day. At the beautiful Senior Center property on Genesee Street, teens
cleaned out the community gardens, and raked leaves
and debris from the grounds. The grotto, a wonderful
and peaceful spot to visit and pray, is maintained by a
group of dedicated parishioners but the teens pitched
in to dress it up with some fresh mulch. Many thanks
to teens Casey, Michael, Georgia, Andrea, Evie, Thane,
Sofia, Amelia, Patrick, and Maggie, as well as Michelle
Costello, Zory Moreau and Jane Perry!

The I.C. HSYM sponsored a local clean-up event
for teens in honor of Earth Day. (Photo courtesy of
Stephanie Antshel)
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The fifth graders of I.C. School display a card they made
and signed for Jimmer Szatkowski. (Photo courtesy of
Caroline Agor-Calimlim)
Please keep Jimmer and the Szatkowski family
in your prayers. The family created “Team Jimmer”
with a goal of raising $500,000 to fund the promising
ALS treatment research being conducted at
Massachusetts General Hospital.
If you’d like to join the team and help the Szatkowski
family reach their goal, please visit TackleALS.com.
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Christian Lee poses with strings teacher Muriel Bodley at
church. (Photo courtesy of Caroline Agor-Calimlim)
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Faith Formation News
72 Teens Receive the Gift
A Year of
of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation
Challenges
The Sacrament of Confirmation was celebrated at I.C. on Grace of your Baptism bear fruit on a path of holiness,” and and Growth
By Gail Capozzi

May 2, with 72 students confirmed. Bishop Douglas Lucia
was the celebrant along with Father Thomas Ryan, Father
Philip Hearn, and Monsignor Ronald Bill. It was nice to
welcome Father Christopher Seibt, Bishop’s Master of
Ceremonies, and concelebrants Father Christopher Ballard
and Father William Jones. Father Jones is a great-uncle of
candidate Nate Vault. I.C. also welcomed candidates Joseph
Papa from St. Ann’s, Ashton Bennett and Drew Goethe from
St. Mary’s on the Lake in Skaneateles, and Emmi Stanton
from Holy Cross. Emmi is a cousin of fellow candidate Gianpaolo “GP” Giamartino. It was fun for their large family
to celebrate this blessed occasion together.
Due to capacity restrictions, Bishop Lucia generously
celebrated two ceremonies here. At the 3 p.m. Mass, Joey
Antonacci offered a warm welcome to the bishop and
thanked the priests, parents and families, sponsors, and
teachers, and asked the congregation to “Pray for us that
we will strengthen our faith and continue the journey of
life through the Holy Spirit.” At the 6:30 p.m. ceremony,
Erin Nardella welcomed the congregation and expressed
gratitude for “our parents, priests, and teachers who helped
us prepare for this Holy Sacrament.”
Father Ryan, presented the Confirmation class of 2021
as “Young people who understand and live the meaning of
Christian service.” He quoted our Holy Father: “Let the

added, “It is our prayer that these young people continue
this path of holiness, staying close to the Lord.”
In his homily, Bishop Lucia told the candidates, “We
pray tonight that as you receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,
you will come to discover how precious a gift it is … may
it bear much fruit for you and for those you meet on the
road of life.”
Hana Kang delivered a wonderful candidates’ address at
the ceremonies. Speaking on behalf of all the Confirmation
candidates, she said, “We recognize that through our years
of learning and service, tonight was not the destination;
rather, our new beginning. We are ready to fully commit to
our faith and receive the grace of the Holy Spirit to guide
us through the rest of our lives.”
Our Mass participants were Joseph Federico, Giselle
Vlassis, Ava Jeffers, and Sean Wyman (readings); Maggie
Crisafulli, Braeden Burns, Michael Hance, Sarah Porter,
Sara Zdep, and Leo Tallarico (Petitions); and Lilah Poole,
who so beautifully sang the Responsorial Psalm. We enjoyed a wonderful musical program by Aaron Velardi.
Many thanks to our Confirmation teachers Kelly Crisafulli, Kasha Godleski, Jane Perry, and Gail Capozzi for
Confirmation II, and to Barbara Greene, James Hunt, and
Renee Kleiner for Confirmation I. Congratulations to the
Confirmation class of 2021!

Bishop Douglas Lucia (last row, center) with the newly confirmed students after the 3 p.m. Confirmation Mass. (Photo
courtesy of Caroline Agor-Calimlim)

Bishop Douglas Lucia (last row, center) with the newly confirmed students after the 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass.
(Photo courtesy of Caroline Agor-Calimlim)

Youth Ministry Springs into Wellness
By Stephanie Antshel
In an effort to assuage the stressors of the pandemic for
teenagers, I.C.’s Youth Ministry team organized a “Spring
into Wellness” series in March. The idea was to give students
and their families an opportunity to unwind, de-stress, and
practice wellness.
The first event of the series promoted physical and mental
wellbeing. High school students gathered in Dwyer Hall
for a yoga class led by Dina Jenks, parishioner and certified yoga instructor. In addition to leading a great physical
practice for the group, Dina emphasized ways to incorporate
mindfulness and gratitude into yoga and daily life.
Next, parents and caregivers of teens were invited to a
Zoom presentation given by Kevin Antshel, Ph.D., entitled
“Supporting Teenagers’ Mental Health During COVID-19.”
Dr. Antshel, also a parishioner, spoke about trends and data
regarding teenagers’ mental health and offered several noteworthy tips on ways to help teens mitigate the stress of the
pandemic. His presentation was recorded and can be viewed
on the I.C. website. Visit www.icfayetteville.org, click on
the “Ministry” tab and then choose “I.C. Youth Group” to

find the link to the recording.
Finally, families and teens were treated to a festive evening of online trivia hosted by Syracuse Trivia Company.
After a well-played game, the “Dr. No It All” team (the
Cleary family) had the highest point total! The Beecher
family won a prize for the most unique wrong answer, and
F-M 10th graders Lilah Poole and Julia Leary won a prize
for best team name, “Bernie Sanders.” Thank you to all of
the teens and families who participated in the Spring into
Wellness events.
If you noticed the I.C. grotto garden looking spiffy this
spring, you can thank a group of high schoolers for spending a couple of hours spreading mulch and tidying it up.
Several teens volunteered to celebrate Earth Day by springcleaning the garden, the I.C. cemetery, and the Fayetteville
Senior Center.
If you or your high school student does not receive emails
regarding youth ministry events, please contact Stephanie
Antshel at santshel@syrdio.org to be added to the email
distribution list. We are also on Instagram @ic_church.

By Anne Marie Voutsinas
We have all looked forward to the day we could say that
we were back to normal. After a year full of challenges —
spotty internet connections, isolation from friends, equipment failures, the logistics of materials distribution — I
think we are ready to step forward into an enhanced Faith
Formation Program for children in grades K-8. But first,
let’s celebrate the successes of the past year.
We are happy to report that more than 90% of the students
from the previous year were able to stay connected to us
when we moved to all-virtual instruction. We also welcomed
a dozen children in kindergarten — children for whom we
haven’t been able to provide classroom instruction in recent
years — and 20 new students in first grade. Since our K-5
children attended our Zoom sessions with their siblings
using the “Gospel Weeklies” catechetical materials, other
family members were also able to stay connected with our
parish and with weekly Mass. And our older children were
able to maintain their faith journey toward Confirmation.
All of this was possible with the collaboration of 14
committed catechists who had to juggle the instructional
focus using the new technology! If you see these amazing
catechists — Laurie Albanese, Andrea Ashline, Maureen
Barry, Bev Boland, Karrie Catalino, Anne Fuda, Margaret
Gloo, Carol Godlewski, Anne Kemper, Heather Machovec,
Deidre Prince, Tracy Schwab, Georgette Snyder, and Rhiannon Waddell — please thank them for their dedication
to this ministry.
On May 1 and May 8, our parish celebrated with 54
children who received the Sacrament of First Eucharist.
Through the guidance of Anne Kemper, Heather Machovec, Corey Stone, and Faith Formation Program Assistant
Leanne Scranton, we were able to share Jesus with these
children. We thank them and Father Ryan, Monsignor Bill,
and Father Hearn for supporting the children during this
preparation.
This fall, we return to in-person Catechesis (the new title
for Faith Formation in the Diocese of Syracuse), offering
both weekday and weekend programming. Based on our
experiences last year, we will offer family grouping for our
K-4 children (instead of strict grade-level classes). We will
continue to use the Gospel Weeklies and encourage families
to share the weekly message that their children review in
their classes. We will also be providing specific activities
for families to do outside of classes to further enhance the
message of the Gospel. Grade level grouping for grades 5-8
will remain as these children continue their faith journey
toward Confirmation.
We expect that all K-8 classes will be using more technology and family-focused material to support prayer and liturgy, and we will be prepared to offer virtual learning should
the need arise. And, as always, we will rely on our families
to support faith formation at all levels — by bringing their
children to classes, volunteering to teach, be a classroom
assistant or a substitute, and reviewing all material with their
children each week. We aim to support parents and families
in their role as their children’s first teachers.
Please remember to check the parish website for upto-date information about the Catechesis program for our
children. There will also be Diocesan information and
opportunities for family involvement. If you have any
questions, please contact us via email (avoutsinas@syrdio.
org) or phone (315-637-9840). And keep us always in your
prayers. Pray that we will use the experience of technology
and virtual learning to enhance and grow our Catechesis
Program here at Immaculate Conception.

The First Communion class of 2021. (Photo courtesy of
Anne Marie Voutsinas)
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The Cornerstone
By Peter Arsenault
In all three synoptic Gospels, Jesus tells a parable about
a beautiful garden whose owner leases it out to tenant farmers (Mark 12:1-12; Matthew 21:33-46; and Luke 20:9-19).
Those tenants mistreat and even kill representatives of the
owner sent to help and check on the garden. So, the owner
sends his son to restore order, but they also kill him. Jesus
is directing this story to some Pharisees and asks, “What
will the owner do to those tenants?” The reply in all three
accounts is the same — the owner will kill the tenants and
turn the garden over to others.
Based on this response, Jesus suddenly redirects their
attention to Psalm 118 verses 23 and 24, “The stone that
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the
Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes.” It
would be easy to think: wait, what’s the connection between
stones and a garden with tenants?
First, a little context about building is in order, based
on my profession as an architect. Even before the Roman
Empire, constructing buildings out of quarried stone was
the norm throughout Europe and the Middle East. Stone
masons, or builders, would assess the stones for quality and accept or reject them for use in the construction.
The most important stones were the ones in the corners,
especially the first one set as the cornerstone. This is very
different from the typical cornerstones that we see in many
modern buildings today, which are typically decorative or
symbolic purely to provide an inscription, date, or other
information.
Historically, the cornerstone was the first stone placed as
the basis for the rest of the building to be laid out, measured
from, and constructed. Master masons or builders would
look for the best stones that were cut sharp, square, and true
then place them precisely at all the corners of the building.
Between the corners, the stonework would be done by the
apprentices or less-skilled masons and often covered with

On a recent trip to Hadrian’s Wall near the border of
Scotland and England, Peter Arsenault visited a Roman
archaeological site where this building cornerstone was
still quite intact – a testimony to its quality and significance. (Photo courtesy of Peter Arsenault)
a plaster coating to conceal the imperfections.
Back to the Gospels. The leap from the garden (a metaphor for Israel and the Kingdom of God) to the stone “rejected by the builders” (a metaphor for the Jewish leaders
rejecting Jesus) makes it clear to the Pharisees that the whole
parable is directed towards them. Jesus is using Scripture to
say that He will “become the cornerstone” as the Messiah
of God. From his solid foundation, the Kingdom of God is
being laid out, measured, and constructed. Therefore, the
garden (Kingdom) is no longer entrusted to the Jewish leaders (the tenant farmers in the parable) but is being given to
others (the Apostles) to spread it to the ends of the earth.
In Luke’s account, the people say, “Let it not be so.” We,
however, as the Catholic (universal) Church established by
Christ, can join in with the Psalm and truly declare “by the
Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes.”

Social Justice Committee
Housing, Poverty, and Social Justice
By Mary Anne Corasaniti
Much will be required of the person entrusted with much,
and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with
more. (Luke 12:48)
Recently, I had the pleasure of sharing several walks with
Ruth, the daughter of a longtime friend, who is involved in
social justice at her church in New York City, Wall Street
Trinity Episcopal Church. Ruth and I had the opportunity
to discuss a book that the I.C. Social Justice Book Club
read four years ago, “Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the
American City” by Matthew Desmond. Desmond won the
2017 Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction for his detailed
story following eight families struggling with housing issues in Milwaukee.
More than 60 members of Trinity Episcopal had just
completed a four-part parish discussion of the book, which
included an interview and Q&A with the author. In addition,
the congregation is using much of what they learned about
poverty and homelessness to inform their decisions on how
they will address homelessness in the future.
The discussion with Ruth reminded me of how informative and well written Desmond’s work is. In addition, with
the recent extension of the New York State ban on evictions
(originally scheduled to end in August but since extended
to January 2021), it reminded me that the author strongly
contends that eviction does not occur because families are
poor, but rather eviction leads to poverty. In turn, housing
issues and eviction contribute to mental health problems,
trauma, racism, depression, higher rates of suicide, and poor
educational outcomes for children.
An analysis of new Census Bureau data by the nonpartisan Center for Budget and Policy Priorities shows that
about 65 million non-elderly individuals (including more
than 19 million children) lived below the poverty line in June
2020 — far above the pre-pandemic level of 51 million, but
below the April 2020 figure of roughly 75 million. In 2019,
almost 5 million Americans aged 65 and older were living

in poverty; in the first month of the pandemic, 1.2 million
older adults became unemployed.
Many people assume that most poor people live in public
or subsidized housing, when in reality that is not the case.
Across the nation, about 5.2 million households receive
federal rental assistance; 60% are families with children and
18% are seniors. If there are currently 65 million individuals living in poverty, then 5.2 million housing units barely
touches the need for safe, stable housing for the poor. We
need not look further than the recent incidents at the Syracuse Skyline Apartments to see the unsafe squalor that the
poor are forced to live in, merely because of their poverty.
As I struggle with these statistics and realities, I ask myself what my role is as a Roman Catholic and as a member
of the I.C. Social Justice Book Club. What is God calling
me to do? It is actually pretty clearly laid out for all of us
in scripture: Deuteronomy 15:11; Matthew 25:34-36, Luke
14:12-14, and so many more. These passages, and others,
remind me daily that Jesus called us to serve the poor, to
reach out to the suffering, not to make things easier for
ourselves but to remember Him in the faces of everyone we
meet each day. For me that means that I must keep myself
informed about what legislation is pending locally, statewide, and nationally that may either help or harm the poor.
Are we as a nation continuing racist policies that controlled
where people of color could live? Are we continuing to keep
children and families in poverty? If so, what can I do to try
and change that? I must remind myself: “Whoever wishes
to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross and
follow me.” (Matthew 16:24)
Matthew Desmond introduced his readers to real people
who, though struggling with housing vulnerability, were
just like you and me. Like us, they loved their children and
wanted the best for them. Generational poverty, homelessness, and the choices we make as a nation and as a people
of faith should be of concern to all of us who live in the
wealthiest nation in the world!

James Vatter continued from page 1
I promised that I would be there. I walked in carrying a
ginger ale instead of my normal giant water bottle. He was
so excited to have guessed the news!
James was always prompt — if he said we’d meet at 4:30,
he was there by 4:25! He was always prepared — leaving
copies of music that we were preforming in the rectory office, in my home mailbox, or with my mother! James was
always professional — taking seriously his role as choir
director here at I.C. James was always kind — listening and
understanding when other issues presented themselves.
When the pandemic began, music was suspended. The
choir could not sing; there was limited music at Masses,
done only with one cantor and a pianist. It was during this
pandemic time that I got to spend more time with James
and got to know more about him. We were often scheduled
together to provide music at weekly liturgy. Sometimes on

Saturday, sometimes on Sunday. I will never forget April
24. We were scheduled for Mass at 5 p.m. with Father
Hearn presiding. I arrived at 4:33, expecting that James
would be waiting patiently for me. He was PATIENT! He
wasn’t there. At 4:40, we began to panic. It was minutes
before 5:00 when we knew James would not be joining us
for Mass. James did provide the strength for us to proceed
with the liturgy — something we know he would have
wanted us to do.
James’s death has left a huge hole in the hearts of all
members of the music ministry here at I.C., in the hearts of
all members of the music community, and in the hearts of
all members of the Immaculate Conception family. And an
even bigger hole in my heart. Thank you, James, for having
a great impact on my life. Please keep watch over us — and
never take off that smile or that bowtie.

Luke and Ruth Pesane on their wedding day, April 25,
1942, at Our Lady of Pompei Church in Syracuse. (Photo
courtesy of the Pesane family)

Meet Ruth
and Luke Pesane:
Married 70 Years
By Kay Egitton
Long time I.C. parishioner, Luke F. Pesane passed away
on May 27, 2021, at the age of 103. He was predeceased
by his wife of 75 years, Ruth Guckert Pesane, who died in
2017 at the age of 97. On the occasion of their 70th wedding anniversary, Kay Egitton interviewed the Pesanes and
shared their love story in the Summer 2012 issue of the
I.C. Good News. We can think of no better way to honor
Luke’s memory than to remind the parish of the remarkable life he and Ruth shared.
Luke and Ruth Pesane are longtime parishioners. You
might have seen their wedding picture on the Sweetheart
Wall of Fame at church this past February. I was privileged
to meet Luke and Ruth and hear about their 70 years of
marriage.
In the late 1930s, Ruth Guckert and her friends sometimes met at the end of the day and headed out to a local
dance hall, the Harugari, to hear music by some of the big
bands or just to dance the evening away. Ruth loved to
dance!
Luke Pesane would also join his friends and head out for
fun at Harugari’s. His friends enjoyed dancing more than
Luke did; he enjoyed the music. One evening, he noticed
Ruth and said to himself, “She’s the one I will marry!” Ruth
was Luke’s first date. They continued to see each other,
which at that time was called “going steady.”
They went steady until the Second World War began.
Luke knew he would be called into the service. Ruth and
Luke wanted to be in each other’s lives forever, so plans
were made for their wedding. Ruth made her own wedding
dress, which was lace over satin, with a three-and-a-halfyard-long lace train. They took the big step on April 25,
1942, and were married at Our Lady of Pompei Church in
Syracuse.
Luke was called into the Fourth Air Force in 1943. He
soon became a corporal stationed at Geiger Field Air Force
Base in Spokane, Wash. The rule was, once you made corporal, your wife could join you and you could live together off
base. Ruth became an administrative assistant in Carson’s
Meat Packing Company in Spokane. She excelled in banking and marketing.
In 1946, Luke was discharged from the Air Force and
the couple returned to Syracuse and began to raise a family.
They had three children: James, Patricia, and Susan.
Ruth opened up her own shop called “Ruth’s Style Shop,”
located downtown near State Street. She specialized in
making wedding dresses. Ruth was president and a 20-year
member of the Plymouth Garden Club. She enjoys her game
of mahjong at the Cavalry Club. Her talents are many.
Luke graduated from the Whitman School of Management at Syracuse University in 1949. When called on, he
mentors students in the business school. Luke was a regional
manager with Moore Business Forms for 28 years. He then
went into business for himself and started Industry Search
of Syracuse, a business some people referred to as “Head
Hunters.”
The Pesanes interests are shared, and they listen and hear
what each other says. If something is irritating to one, they
will compromise with understanding and respect for each
other. Luke and Ruth truly hold each other in their hearts!
They recently celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary
with family members at the Turning Stone Casino.
Congratulations, Ruth and Luke from all of us at Immaculate Conception Church. God bless you both!
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