1st Reading: Am 7:12-15
Responsorial: Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14
2nd Reading: Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10
Gospel: Mk 6:7-13
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time: “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave.
Whatever place does not welcome you or listen to you,leave there and shake the dust
off your feet in testimony against them.” So they went off and preached repentance.
The Twelve drove out many demons, and they anointed with oil many who were sick
and cured them.”
Last week, Jesus faced the unfortunate situation in his hometown as folks who knew him as
a carpenter showed no faith in him as prophet and healer. In the same chapter, Mark follows
up in the next lines sending out his disciples to preach of repentance, cast out demons and to
anoint and heal the sick. Mindful of his own experience, Jesus tells the Apostles to leave
places that reject them. Just as Jesus did, he told them to “shake the dust of your feet…”
which is thought to be a Jewish custom to go on without dwelling on past troubles.
This particular story is also recorded in Matthew and Luke’s gospels, but Mark is the only
writer associating anointing of the sick with healing. Mark makes a point to include this detail.
In the Old Testament, oil is used as a symbol of blessing and consecration for God's use, of
being chosen. To pour or smear perfumed oil or water on someone, anointing symbolized the
presence and power of the divine. Jesus, the Christ, or the Anointed One, did not use oil, but
he instructed his chosen Twelve to do so.
The Church has continued the practice of anointing with oil. the Oil of the Sick, Oil of the
Catechumen and Holy Chrism Oil. The three oils are collectively called olea sacra (sacred
oils) and each oil vessel is identified by initials referring to the type of oil inside: S.C.; O.I. and
O.C.
S.C. is for sanctum chrisma (holy chrism);
O.C. is oleum catechumenorum (the oil of the catechumens);
O.I. is for oleum infirmorum (the oil of the sick).
Learn more about these oils at:
SimplyCatholic.com (What are the Three Holy Oils?)
Catholiceducation.org (The Use of Sacramental Oils)
TheCompassNews.org (When Oils come in Threes)
Reflection: As Catholics, we are baptized and confirmed in the same Spirit that anointed Jesus
at his baptism. “Christ” means “anointed.” Our anointings have given us a share in the power
of Christ to bring God’s Word to a world that needs light, healing and strength. Like the
Twelve, we are chosen, anointed and sent in community with one another to serve others.
How are you supporting the community of the Church in its mission? How do you see the
community of the Church foster discipleship?
What does it mean to you to consider yourself “chosen” by God?
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The ABCs for Fostering Vocations

The end of the alphabet, but certainly not the end
of ways or ideas to foster vocations at home!

You Tube

Where in the world…
FLY around the diocese to find
the Traveling Icon and learn
more about our diocese!

A GOOGLE EARTH
ACTIVITY
July 10- 17
Holy Water is back in the fonts!
Pastoralliturgy.org
Q. Why do we bless ourselves with Holy
Water upon entering the Worship space?)
A. By dipping our hand into the holy
water, we renew our baptismal covenant.

Word of the Week: Apostle
The word "Apostle", from
the Greek apostello "to
send forth".

Activity: Where are the Sacred Oils located in your church?
July 14 - Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha.
Looking for a family outing? Visit the National Shrine of St. Kateri in Fonda,
NY. Candle Chapel, outdoor sanctuary, and hiking trails are open year-round,
dawn to dusk, weather permitting. As today’s gospel instructed the Twelve,
take a walking stick!

CatholicKidsMedia
Ordinary Time 15B

The name Apostle denotes principally one of
the twelve disciples who, on a solemn occasion,
were called by Christ to a special mission.

Links for More Ideas, Activities & Resources FYI
loyolapress.com - Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle B (All Ages Faith Builder)
catholiccuisine.com - Kateri’s Indian Corn Cookies (Family Faith Builder)
Make with Sugar cookie dough & Reeses pieces! Easy & fun!
USCCB.org - Anointing of the Sick (Adult Faith Builder)
Catholicicing.com - Saint Kateri Tekakwitha For Catholic Kids (Children’s Faith Builder)

Our website RCfaithquest.syrdio.org

The Month of July
The Precious Blood of Jesus

