
iscuss your own vocation 
to family life, explaining 
that God calls some people 
to priesthood or religious 
life, some to marriage, and 
some to life as single 
laypeople. You can talk 
about vocations firsthand!   

Animals and Angels
Mark’s Gospel is short, but his choice of words are deliberate and meaningful.  
Jesus was in the desert for forty days, “among the wild beasts.”  Wild beasts 
have a literal meaning, as there are certainly hostile and dangerous animals in 
the desert.  But, as some of the early Church Fathers pointed out, sometimes 
wild animals are symbolic of other things, too.  We know of the devil’s 
temptations set before Jesus, but these desert “animals” can also symbolize  
other struggles that can set in… such as envy, doubt, impatience, etc. Jesus 
was the sinless Son of God, but he still experienced the full range of 
temptations that we do. Jesus knew what it meant to struggle.  Yet, Mark let’s 
us know, Jesus was not alone in that struggle. “The angels waited on him,” 
Mark says.  In our own human-ness, we too struggle against the many voices 
of temptation, , but we are never alone.  Jesus is with us always and calling us 
back to his fold.   Lent is a time of penance, we hear “ The Kingdom of God is 
at hand. Repent, and believe in the Gospel.”    
Question for Children: What do you plan to do during Lent this year as a way 
of showing you want to grow closer to Jesus?
Question for Youth: Jesus was tempted by the devil. How are you tempted? 
What helps you resist these temptations?
Question for Adults: When you yourself pause to be alone with God, what 
distracts and prevents you from dwelling in that? Busyness? The demands of 
life? TV? The internet? (lifelongcatechesis.osv)

Our website RCfaithquest.syrdio.org has many ideas during this Lenten Season!

February 21,  2021 1st Reading: Gn 9:8-15
Responsorial Psalm:Ps 5:4-5,6-7, 8-9
Second Reading:1 Pt 3:18-22
Gospel: Mark 1:12-15

THE YEAR OF VOCATIONS

.

Links for More Ideas, Activities & Resources FYI 
Catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com 40 Ideas for 40 Days
OurSundayVisitor - Lent around the world (Family Faith Builder)
Franciscanmedia.org - St. Peter’s Chair: Why a celebration? (Adult Faith Builder)
NCRegister.com - Nine things you need to know about St. Peter’s Chair  (Family Faith Builder) 
TeachingCatholicKids.com -  Doing the Stations of the Cross with your kids (Children & Family Faith Builder) 
Domesticchurch.com - Stations of the Cross (Family Faith Builder)

St. Joseph, Patron Saint of the Universal Church, and the Domestic Church, pray for us!

The Lesser

Year of Vocation
Our vocational call, who God is asking us to be, is rooted in prayer.  As we are 
aware of God’s presence in our prayer, as we pour out our heart to our Loving 
Lord, we ask to know His will.  If we are searching for our future vocation, we 
listen to God’s response.  In our current vocation, we ask the Lord for direction, 
how to better respond to His call.  This Lent, as you pray,  pay attention to how 
God is calling you.

USCCB.com - Forms of 
Consecrated Life

The presentation of the Lord at the temple
is both the first sorrow of the 7 sorrows of
Mary, and also the 4th joyful mystery of the
rosary! How can it be both joyful and
sorrowful? The answer lies in the story.

Lenten Inspirations for Families

Parents, catechists and parish leaders are 
ALL invited to this evening retreat with 

Kathy Hendricks to prepare for a 
meaningful Lent. 

February 11 from 6-8 PM
CLICK FOR FLYER or visit 

Diocese of Syracuse Calendar of Events at
events.syracusediocese.org/ 

The ABCs for Fostering Vocations

Lenten Inspiration

In today’s gospel, Jesus is drawn into solitude in the desert to 
pray. How have you prayed today for discernment of God’s will 
for you? Have you made time for quiet reflection, listening to 
voice of God in your life, retreat?  What will you do for your 
Lenten practice?

Feb. 22 - Feast of the Chair of St. Peter
This feast celebrates Peter’s pastoral authority over the church continued through 
the ministry of the bishop of Rome (the Pope).  The chair, or cathedra, 
symbolizes authority and unity in the universal Church. The Roman Missal 
explains, the symbol of the chair, and emphasizes the mission of teacher and 
pastor of Christ conferred upon Peter, to whom He formed in His person and in 
St. Peter’s successors, a visible foundation of unity of the Church. 

rcfaithquest.syrdio.org Curated 
resources for all ages
CRS Rice Bowl Catholic Relief 
Services Ideas for Lent

Catholic-link.org -weekly Lenten Resolutions

Create a 
“Lenten Table” 
CatholicIcing.com

Feb. 18 - February 18- Blessed John of Fiesole (Fra Angelico)
Patron saint of artists, Blessed John was an Italian painter from early 
Renaissance.  As a family, explore the sacred painting of this artist at 
wikiart.org/en/fra-angelico  or have a fun night as a family creating your own 
works of art.

Lenten Pretzels 
ggle.io/3pL9
(google file)

https://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/questions_of_the_week/en/first_sunday_of_lent1
http://rcfaithquest.syrdio.org/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/resources/40-ideas-for-40-days/
https://osvnews.com/2011/02/25/lent-around-the-world/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit-blog/saint-peters-chair-why-a-celebration
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/9-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-chair-of-st-peter
https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-stations-of-the-cross-for-families/
https://domestic-church.com/CONTENT.DCC/20020301/FRIDGE/stations.htm
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/consecrated-life/forms-of-consecrated-life
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G8sDlyvmLgzmSe6H65aEnQlnjjnIXWMU/view?usp=sharing
http://rcfaithquest.syrdio.org/lent.html
https://www.crsricebowl.org/1-8
https://catholic-link.org/images/infographic-weekly-lenten-resolutions/
https://www.catholicicing.com/how-to-set-up-a-lent-table-lent-home-altar-ideas/
https://www.wikiart.org/en/fra-angelico
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H9UaRQyVZdIj6FwhTpeo6mvRZhReJDO6/view



