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Hallelujah! Public Masses Resume
By Kelly Ann Kelly
June 13 was a day of particular gladness and rejoicing
for Immaculate Conception Parish — it was the first time
since March 15 that we were allowed to gather publicly for
Mass. Father Thomas Ryan warmly welcomed more than
400 masked parishioners back to a full slate of weekend
Masses. “I can’t tell you how wonderful it is to see so many
people being able to come back together and make this place
alive again,” Father said.
Syracuse Catholics continue to be dispensed from their
Sunday obligation. Those who decide to worship publicly
must comply with some new procedures. Reservations,
sanitizing, distancing, and face coverings are key to attending Mass during the pandemic.
Reservations are required for weekend Masses and can
be made on the parish website, www.icfayetteville.org, or
by calling the rectory office. When Masses resumed, New
York State permitted religious services of up to 25% building capacity: about 250 people for I.C. No reservations are
required for weekday Masses, but everyone must sign in.
Identifying Mass goers is crucial for contact tracing. Were
someone at a Mass to have COVID-19, this would allow
public health officials to notify people of the potential exposure. Identifying and isolating those exposed to the virus
is the only way to keep it in check.
Frequent hand sanitizing and cleaning reduce the chance
of transmitting the virus on surfaces. Bring a personal hand
sanitizer to church and use it before entering the building
and receiving Communion. After each Mass, the church and
restrooms are thoroughly cleaned. The parish has ordered
an electrostatic sprayer to disinfect surfaces quickly and
easily, but it’s on backorder. For now, surfaces are being
sprayed and wiped down manually.
Inside church, everyone over two years old must wear
a face mask that covers both nose and mouth. Masks are

Father Ryan wears a face mask while distributing Holy
Communion at the Saturday vigil on June 13, the first
public Mass at I.C. since the start of the coronavirus pandemic. (Photo courtesy of Caroline Agor-Calimlim)
removed only briefly for consuming the Holy Eucharist.
Only the main entrance is open to control the flow of
people arriving for Mass. Ushers count and seat people.
Family members living together may sit together, but otherwise six-foot distancing is maintained, with every other
pew taped off to keep people from sitting too near each
other. Other changes include removing the holy water and
missals, discouraging singing (which releases more virus
into the air than speaking does), no physical signs of peace,
and moving Communion to the end of Mass.
This unprecedented 12-week interruption of public worship was necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic, which
at the time of this writing had claimed the lives of nearly
135,000 Americans, including almost 200 in Onondaga
County.

Black Lives Matter
By Andrew Leary
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” These words appear in
every Gospel, and Galatians 5:14 says that “the entire law
is fulfilled in keeping this one command.” It is at the very
heart of our Christian doctrine.
Many in the parish have joined local community members in speaking out on behalf of those who have been
treated unfairly because of the color of their skin. The
Black Lives Matter movement is calling for many changes
in response to racial discrimination by members of the
police forces in the United States. The Black Lives Matter
campaign, it must be noted, does not imply that all lives
do not matter.
During the month of June, hundreds of people attended
rallies at the Manlius Swan Pond and at Beard Park in Fayetteville, where members of our local community discussed
instances of racial profiling, racism, and the fear of living
in a growing climate of hate. Tony Waddell, a parishioner,
was among those who spoke of the discrimination he has
experienced due to the color of his skin at the “Facing
Racism” community listening session at Beard Park, June
14. Waddell suggested that we see each other “through the
eyes of a child.”
Monsignor Ronald Bill also attended the rally at Beard
Park. In the 1970s, Monsignor served as president of the
Urban League and was a “street priest” in Binghamton,
working with Black residents to promote social and economic justice. He created a program in which chaplains rode
along with police officers on patrols to help diffuse antagonism between law enforcement and the African American
population. Monsignor Bill thought the speakers “made
some wonderful points. I really believe they have a message
for us.” He noted that earlier generations of protesters had
expressed the same message but “the problem is we didn’t
really listen. We have to keep at it.”
The current wave of BLM protests and rallies is the result
of the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis on May 25. A
white police officer was recorded kneeling on the African
American grandfather’s neck for almost 9 minutes until he
was dead, while other officers looked on. This was one of
many instances of police officers killing unarmed black
women and men (and children). Oftentimes the officers
have not been held accountable, even when they have been
caught on camera. If you are an African American, you are
almost three times more likely than a white person to be
killed by a police officer — even if you have never committed a crime.
The Black Lives Matter movement seeks to end this

Reactions to
Returning to Mass
We asked parishioners, some who had resumed attending
Mass in person and some who had not, several questions
about returning to church.
Monsignor Ronald C. Bill: “Soon we will be back to a
sort of normal, but we’ll never be back to where we were.
Everything’s going to be different. We have to re-train
ourselves. No matter how old we are, we are going to have
to change.”
Matt Fitzgibbons: “I love being back in church. It was
very well done.”
Caroline Agor-Calimlim: “My husband and I attended
Mass at I.C. as soon as they opened the church. The decision was easy to make since all the information that Father
Ryan sent home was so specific. So blessed to finally receive
Communion — it gave me a big sense of fulfillment. If wearing masks to enter is our new normal, it’s not a big sacrifice.
This is for the benefit and safety of everyone.”
Eileen Quilty: “I had made up my mind before churches
were allowed to reopen that I was not going to hesitate once
the opportunity arose. I’m very grateful to be back for Mass.
Although I visited church for private prayer many times
during the three months, those visits were not substitutes for
Mass attendance.” “Do you feel safe?” “Safe enough.”
Andrew Leary: “I asked a few neighbors these questions and none of them went to Mass on Sunday and didn’t
plan on going for a while. One said that she didn’t go on
Sunday because she felt it wasn’t appropriate for people in
her age group. She went to a weekday Mass instead. My
other neighbor felt that it was just too early. She is a nurse
and said that there is no way she is going to risk that kind
of exposure. We have watched many of the Masses online
and pray privately. This is not a virus to mess with, and I
would not want it or want to pass it to anyone.”

Race Matters
Recommended reading
for moving past racism
By Linda Ryan, coordinator of the
I.C. Social Justice Committee

Tony Waddell was a featured speaker at “Facing
Racism: A Community Listening Session,” in Beard
Park, June 14. (Photo courtesy of Katelyn Kriesel)
injustice. Police should be better trained, held accountable,
and demilitarized, and they should treat everyone equally.
People around the world are now voicing their support.
More than 60 countries have held massive rallies against
racial injustice. Pope Francis responded to George Floyd’s
death by praying for him and stating, “My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in
any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of every
human life.”
The Vatican has spoken out against racial injustice for
many years. Pope Paul VI spoke out against apartheid in
South Africa and supported the U.S. civil rights movement.
He spoke of everyone’s rights regardless of “race, origin,
color, culture, sex, or religion,” as well as the right to emigrate. Pope John Paul II likewise spoke to the U.N. against
apartheid, and in February 1989 his Pontifical Commission
“Justitia et Pax” created the document on the Church and
Racism subtitled “Towards a more Fraternal Society.” The
text plainly affirms that “harboring racist thoughts and
entertaining racist attitudes is a sin against the specific
message of Christ.” The Catechism of the Catholic Church
and the “Gaudium et Spes” of the Second Vatican Council
forbid all types of discrimination.
Our Parish has worked for social justice for many years.
For many parishioners this is another way to put one’s faith
into action.

The service our committee members provide
to our brothers and sisters in need is fueled
regularly by discussions of readings focused
on social injustice. It has helped us to listen, to
learn, and to develop perspective. In light of the
social unrest currently erupting on the national
scene, we share some of these titles to encourage
conversation about race matters as an effective
pathway to building understanding.
• “The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration
		 in the Age of Colorblindness,”
		 by Michelle Alexander.
• “Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the
		 American City,” by Matthew Desmond.
• “How to Be an Antiracist,” by Ibram X.
		 Kendi.
• “Black and Blue: Inside the Divide
		 between the Police and Black America,”
		 by Jeff Pegues.
• “Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and
		 Redemption,” by Bryan Stevenson.
• “America’s Original Sin: Racism, White
		 Privilege, and the Bridge to a New
		 America,” by Jim Wallis
Additional resources can be found on the
Catholic Charities’ website at www.ccoc.us/
about/press-room in the press release entitled,
“Educational Resources on Anti-Racism, Oppression and White Privilege,” dated June 3,
2020.
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I.C. School News
Outdoor
Kindergarten
Graduation Held

The graduating class of 2020. Parents observing the
graduation ceremony from a distance in the vehicles are
visible in the background. (Photo courtesy of Caroline
Agor-Calimlim)

By Caroline Agor-Calimlim
The Kindergarten classes taught by Heather Cleary and
Maureen Pierret had a festive drive-through graduation
ceremony on June 18. Father Thomas Ryan said a prayer
and gave blessings to the graduates and their families as they
sat in their cars in the school parking lot. Masks and social
distancing were observed throughout the event.
As Principal Nancy Ferrarone called the graduates’
names, the families drove up to the school so the students
could accept gifts from their teachers. All the faculty
members came to cheer them on while they drove through.
Monsignor Ronald Bill and Father Philip Hearn were also in
attendance. Strings teacher Muriel Bodley played the graduation march “Pomp and Circumstance” on the violin. Some
of the cars were decorated and the graduates even decorated
their graduation caps.

Development Coordinator Erin Zacholl, Joe Convertino,
principal Nancy Ferrarone, Tom Kinsella, and Father
Thomas Ryan prepare to draw the winning ticket for the
Tuition Raffle, June 30. (Photo courtesy of Caroline
Agor-Calimlim)

Congratulations
Graduates!
By Caroline Agor-Calimlim
It was not the ordinary pomp and circumstance as the
grade 6 students taught by Danielle Paige and Madelyn
Duffy marched to their socially distanced chairs on the
afternoon of June 24. I.C. School held its sixth-grade graduation ceremony in the parking lot outside the multipurpose
room, following mask and social distancing guidelines.
Father Thomas Ryan started with the opening prayers. He
referenced the special circumstances that happened during
the pandemic and expressed his gratitude to the school
principal, faculty, and staff. He thanked all the parents for
their support, patience, and understanding and all the students for their resilience and trust through this pandemic.
Principal Nancy Ferrarone read a poem to the graduating
class while violin teacher Muriel Bodley played “Pomp and
Circumstance.” Faculty members were joined by resident
priests Monsignor Ronald Bill and Father Philip Hearn and
former parochial vicars Father Chris Ballard and Father
Zach Miller as they gathered, with social distancing, to
celebrate the graduates. Parents listened to the ceremony on
their car radios while staying in their parked cars.
Several special awards were announced, and graduation
certificates were given to each of the graduates at the end of
the ceremony. Congratulations to all the 2020 graduates!

Happy Birthday
to Our Wonderful
Priests
By Kelly Ann Kelly
Father Thomas Ryan, Monsignor Ronald Bill, and Father
Philip Hearn all celebrated birthdays recently. Because of
the pandemic, their birthday celebrations were carefully
planned to observe social distancing.
Father Hearn turned 80 on May 10. A Syracuse native,
Father Hearn has many family members in the area. When
the pandemic nixed their party plans, they found a creative
solution: a festive birthday parade. “It broke our hearts to
not be able to celebrate his 80th birthday with a big family party,” his niece Colleen Lauricella said. “My parents
[Tom and Sandy Hearn] thought this would be a fun way to
show our love while maintaining social distance.” About 20
carloads of family and friends drove slow laps around the
parking lot, honking horns and waving out the windows, to
honor the beloved priest’s birthday. “It was very nice and
very surprising,” Father Hearn said. “I thought I would have
a quiet birthday, but it was a lot noisier than I expected.”
May 27 was Monsignor Ronald Bill’s 89th birthday.
To mark the momentous occasion (“89 is a big number!”
Monsignor Bill quipped), the parish staff held a small, socially distant luncheon for him in Dwyer Hall. “We were
separated from each other and wore masks,” Monsignor
Bill said. Despite the physical distance, Monsignor was
enveloped by their affection and appreciation. “It was nice
because the staff made a big deal out of me. They all said
nice things about me,” he said. “They’re very supportive;
it’s nice being here with them.”
By the time of Father Ryan’s birthday on June 22,
restrictions on gatherings had loosened. About 20 people
spread across Dwyer Hall to observe his 68th birthday with
a socially distanced pizza party. Since group singing was
still not allowed, guests hummed along under their masks
while Monsignor Bill stood in a far corner of the room and
sang “Happy Birthday” solo.

Lucky Student Wins
Tuition for a Year

Face masks and social distancing in cars couldn’t dampen
the spirits of the happy graduates and their families at the
outdoor Kindergarten ceremony, June 18. (Photo courtesy
of Caroline Agor-Calimlim)

By Caroline Agor-Calimlim
Thanks to two generous parish families, one lucky I.C.
School student received free tuition for the next school year!
The winning ticket was selected by raffle sponsors Tom Kinsella, president of Kinsella Quarries, and Joe Convertino,
president of C.H. Insurance, at a small ceremony in front of
I.C. School on June 30. The winner of one year of tuition
is Mark Daly. Mark will be a third grader at I.C. School in
September after moving to the area from downstate. Mark’s
parents, Dante and Veronika Daly, are thrilled and are looking forward to being a part of the I.C. family. Thank you to
everyone who participated in the Tuition Raffle.

Skin Tone: An Open Poetic Letter to My Sons
By Rhiannon Waddell
July 2020
When people see the two of you, my sons, who do through the beautiful melding of your father and me?
they see? Do they see me at all? Or do they only see A creation that is wholly and uniquely all you? Or will
your father based on the color of his skin and your own? people simply see your skin tone?
You are not as fair as me nor as rich as he. But who will
We live in a moment in time where my “Whiteness”
people see? I can see your father in both of you, my little won’t protect you. Nor should it. But will my “Whiteness”
ones. From the shape of a nose to a distinct jaw line, to now condemn you? It shouldn’t. Your father’s “Blackbeautiful, deep, rich brown eyes — there is where I see ness” should not condemn you. Will it? But will your
your father.
father’s “Blackness” now protect you? It always should
But…will people see you are equally a part of your have. Because if people took the time to look at you, my
father and me? Or will people simply see your skin tone? boys, they would plainly see, you are equally made from
Do people see me at all in you, my sons? Or do people both of us, a part of your father and a part of me. And we
simply see your skin tone? Do people see the smatter- are all four people, but will others see this, my sons, or
ing of freckles that lace the bridge of both your noses? will people simply see our skin tones?
I, too, share that smattering. Do people see that one of
“White” and “Black.” But what does God say? God
you has a cherub face shaped just like mine? Or that one says you were created in HIS image. Will people see that,
of you inherited my dimples? I see me in you, my sons. my sons? Will people see that God is present in every one
Do people see me in you? Or do people simply see your of us, regardless of our skin tone? Will people see that
skin tone?
every one of us is of God because of our skin tone? So
You are every inch of your father’s. And yet you are where do you belong, my little ones? You belong to your
every inch of mine. Do people see that one of you has father and me, I say. You belong to yourself. You belong
the shape of my eyes in that beautiful brown hue of your to the Almighty. You quite simply belong regardless
father’s? Or that one of you inherited lips that form a of and because of your skin tone. And I hold for you a
perfect cupid’s bow that are a mirror image of mine, yet Mother’s love simply because you are who He intended
are set in a strong, distinct jaw line all of your father’s you to be.
image? Will people see that God created the two of you
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Faith Formation News
An Unforgettable First Communion
By Kelly Ann Kelly
Twenty-eight children made their First Holy Communion on June 27 at I.C. Church. Father Thomas Ryan was the
principal celebrant and homilist. Monsignor Ronald Bill and

Even with no rehearsals because of the pandemic, the 28
children who received First Communion on June 27 did a
great job of following Father Thomas Ryan’s instructions
for safely receiving the Eucharist.

Father Philip Hearn concelebrated along with Father David
James, great-uncle of communicant Katie Modugno.
The girls, resplendent in their white gowns and veils, and
boys, looking dapper in their dress clothes, wore matching
white face masks during the ceremony. After walking one
at a time down the church’s center aisle and bowing at the
altar, the children sat with their families in alternating rows
of pews, instead of as a group.
In his homily, Father Ryan noted that he was happy to
have the children back in church and he could see that they
were happy, too. “I can tell if you’re smiling under those
masks,” he said. “I can tell by the eyes.” He thanked the
families for their patience, cooperation, and understanding.
He predicted that the children would remember every detail
of this celebration because of the unusual circumstances.
“We can’t do the singing, we can’t do the Sign of Peace,
and all the things we usually do,” Father said. He suggested
there was an upside to the situation: “Maybe it makes us
focus on the importance of Jesus in our lives.”
First Communion was originally scheduled for May 2,
but it was postponed because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
To accommodate the families of all 58 youngsters receiving
the sacrament while adhering to social distancing, two ceremonies were necessary. Another 27 children are scheduled
to receive First Communion on August 8, and three communicants have scheduled private ceremonies.

Free Virtual VBS Begins July 27
Summer is the perfect time to appreciate the beauty
of nature, and the “Earthkeepers” Virtual VBS is a
great way for children to learn about caring for God’s
Creation. Through fun music, lessons, and crafts, this
weeklong video series will explore Pope Francis’ encyclical, “On Care for Our Common Home.” Register
for free online at https://icfayetteville.org/faith-formation/vbs/ or by calling the parish office to receive links
to the materials. Register by July 26, and you can also
participate in live Zoom sessions! Once posted, the
videos will remain up for the rest of the summer so
families can watch at their convenience.

Gloria Hunt: An Evangelist at Heart
By Kelly Ann Kelly
Gloria Hunt is a woman of many talents. She has a Ph.D.
in ancient Greek and Roman archeology/art history. Until
recently, Dr. Hunt was an adjunct professor at SU in the
College of Arts and Sciences and School of Architecture and
worked for the Syracuse Diocese Office of Evangelization.
She organizes I.C.’s annual Easter Egg Hunts and Summer
Rosary Series, and she is a copy editor for the I.C. Good
News. While raising six children between the ages of two
and 14 with her husband, Jim, Hunt also finds time to make
beautiful rosaries and sells them through her small business,
Grotto Rosaries. This year, the indefatigable Hunt will add
Commissioned Lay Minister and lay member of the Order
of Preachers (the Dominicans) to her impressive resumé.
The common thread running through all her activities
is promoting the Good News of the saving power of Jesus
Christ. “I have a passion for evangelization,” Hunt said. “I
know that ‘former Catholic’ is our nation’s fastest-growing
religion, sadly, and I’m determined to do something about
that.” Praying the rosary and teaching others about the
benefits of this uniquely Catholic prayer is an important
part of Hunt’s mission.
She began making rosaries for herself a few years ago
for a very practical reason. “I really enjoy wearing articles
of our faith as a constant reminder of Our Lady’s intercession for me and my family.” She favors rosary bracelets but
the active lifestyle of a mother with young children would
cause them to break often. “So, I thought that I had better
learn to make them myself or I’d spend too much money
on replacing them!” In 2018, she decided to offer some of
her attractive and durable handmade rosaries for sale at the
Syracuse Catholic Women’s Conference and they were a
hit. You can find her handiwork at www.GrottoRosaries.
com, on Etsy.com as “GrottoCatholic,” and at the Catholic
Shop, located next to St. Joseph’s Hospital, in Syracuse.
The “grotto” in her business’ name comes, not from I.C.’s
shrine, but from the huge rock grotto at the National Sanctuary of Our Sorrowful Mother, in Portland, Oregon. Hunt’s
father ran a nursing home next to it. “As kids we would
wander for hours in the 62-acre Catholic park filled with
outdoor shrines, stations, and statues while soaking up the
incredible natural beauty of a Pacific Northwest forest. It
was a physically and spiritually beautiful place to grow up
as a Catholic.”
Earlier this year, Hunt completed the Syracuse Diocese
Formation for Ministry program, along with fellow parishioners Frank Mento and Anne Marie Voutsinas. They will

I.C. Parish welcomed its four newest members on June
23. From left: RCIA coordinator Craig Rheaume, Brittany
Kmush Dudarchik, Ed Denny, Amanda Thornton, and
Greg Broton. (Photo courtesy of Christine Hiney)

Parish Welcomes
Four New Catholics
By Kelly Ann Kelly
Four RCIA candidates were welcomed into full Communion with the Catholic Church on June 23. Greg Broton, Ed
Denny, Brittany Kmush Dudarchik, and Amanda Thornton
were nearing completion of their formation in the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults program when the pandemic
struck. Their remaining classes moved online in March,
with hopes that they could still receive the sacraments of
Confirmation and First Eucharist in April. Unfortunately,
it was still unsafe at that time.
“Although we were all disappointed that the RCIA group
was unable to be received into the Church at the Easter Vigil,
the closure gave us some unique opportunities,” said Craig
Rheaume, the RCIA director. “The group requested that
we continue our online meetings, which allowed us to go
deeper into the Faith and explore topics we would not have
had time for otherwise. It also gave us a chance to suffer
together in our longing for Jesus in the Eucharist, as we all
had to wait longer to receive Him. I believe this gave us a
fresh perspective on what the faith is all about.” This was
Rheaume’s first year leading the RCIA program. Six years
ago, he and his wife, Nicole, became Catholics on the same
altar where he welcomed Greg, Ed, Brittany, and Amanda
into the Church.

Show Your Support
for Frontline Heroes

Take the “Whose
Shoes” Challenge
By Caroline Agor-Calimlim
Delaney Hayden, a CBA sophomore and I.C. School
graduate, wanted to thank the many heroes who have gone
the “extra mile” during this COVID-19 pandemic: doctors,
nurses, healthcare workers, delivery workers, custodial
workers, teachers, first responders, law enforcement, grocery store employees, farmers, and many others. She kept
thinking about it, and in April she started the “Whose Shoes
Mile” challenge. She asked family, friends, and other participants to dedicate an extra mile of activity — walking,
running, rolling, hiking, biking, driving, etc. — to the heroes fighting for us during the pandemic. Participants think
about and pray for the heroic person during the activity, take
a photo of themselves holding up a sign for the person, and
post the picture on the Whose Shoes Challenge Instagram
page she created, @whose.shoes.mile. Many I.C. students
and faculty have already started joining in! The beauty of
this challenge is that it can be done while still respecting
and adhering to all social distancing parameters.
Hayden asked everyone who wants to participate to
post on her Instagram through the whole summer using the
hashtag #whoseshoesmile. For more information, visit her
website at www.whoseshoesmile.org.

Gloria Hunt prayerfully crafts exquisite Catholic sacramentals and jewelry using gemstones, glass beads, and
bronze crucifixes and centers in her home workshop.
(Photo courtesy of Gloria Hunt)
be commissioned by Bishop Douglas Lucia in the fall. On
June 20, she was received as a lay member of the Order of
Preachers (the Dominican Order). “Discovering my Dominican vocation to ‘share the fruits of contemplation,’ as
Aquinas wrote of the Order’s mission, has been a revelation
in joy and the answer to years of prayer. With the help of
my Dominican community, I look forward to sharing my
experience in study, love of the rosary, and desire to share
our holy Catholic faith with others in our parish and community.” Congratulations, Gloria! Many thanks for your
devoted service to I.C. Parish and our Faith.

Delaney Hayden,
founder of the
Whose Shoes
Mile Challenge,
demonstrates her
support for essential workers, like
her uncle, who
have been going
the extra mile for
public health and
safety during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Gratitude in the Face
of COVID-19
By Lisa Pilewski
In the days leading up to my test for COVID-19 in early
April, I questioned myself relentlessly: Were my chills,
aches, and fatigue anything to be concerned about? They
didn’t seem serious, certainly not like the devastating illness
I’d been obsessively reading about. My chest felt a little
tight and the urge to clear my throat or cough was pretty
persistent but not that serious. My head was foggy, but I
chalked it up to stress.
One day when I joined my husband and daughter in the
kitchen for lunch, I opened a container of tuna salad, took a
bite, and thought something wasn’t right. Then my daughter
said, “Wow, that tuna smells!” BOOM! I closed the tuna, and
went upstairs, my heart racing. I couldn’t taste that smelly
tuna. I felt nauseated and terrified. When I calmed down, I
went into my bathroom and called my doctor. I didn’t want
anyone in my family to hear me and feel the panic I felt.
I spoke with a nurse who calmly listened to my saga of
symptoms, confusion, denial, and TUNA. She said they’d
get back to me in the morning. Phew! I’d told someone my
dreaded secret and they thought it could wait until morning.
About 10 minutes later, however, I got a call saying that I
had an appointment at a drive-through testing center the
next morning. It was time to know for sure and to share
my concerns with my family. I was now a walking question
mark. It wasn’t safe for me to share space with them.
The next day, I joined a small queue of cars in an East
Syracuse parking lot. The test itself was uncomfortable. I’d
compare it to how a car must feel when you check its oil.
“Your eyes are watering, so I must have gotten a good sample,” the nurse said. They would test for influenza A and B
then, if the flu tests came back negative, for COVID-19.
The next day I received a call saying I didn’t have the flu.
“Please wear a mask if you have to leave your bedroom and
also, please don’t leave your bedroom.” I had chest congestion, aches, fatigue, a very cloudy brain, and no taste buds.
I also had some of the worst anxiety of my life.
The following Tuesday, I was awakened by a call from
my doctor’s office. A cheerful voice asked how I was feeling and then, with a slight change in tone, informed me that

Social Justice Mission
Continues
By Linda Ryan
This continues to be a trying and difficult time for so
many of us, especially the brothers and sisters we serve in
the Social Justice ministries. Some of our work has been put
on hold, but food pantry collections for the Cathedral and the
Catholic Charities’ Men’s Shelter dinners have continued
without interruption during the pandemic.
Our parish has responded with abundant generosity to
our monthly collections for the Cathedral Food Pantry.
In April, Nancy Shepard and our volunteers delivered an
amazing number of grocery bags — the biggest collection
we have ever delivered.
If you venture out for groceries, please consider getting
a few extra items as the need now is greater than ever. If
you order groceries online, how about doubling up on some
non-perishable basics such as peanut butter, soup, cereal,
tuna, pasta, and sauce. As you fill your grocery bags, say a
prayer for the families you’ll be helping. Please bring donations to the Dwyer Hall corridor by 11 a.m. on the fourth
Sunday of each month.
We have also continued to provide monthly hot meals to
the Catholic Charities’ Men’s Shelter. In April and May, we
arranged for delivery from nearby Italian restaurants. We
thank Father Ryan for facilitating this effort through I.C.’s
tithing fund. In June, we returned to a modified form of our
typical routine. Volunteers prepared the food and dropped it
off at church. Then we delivered the food to the shelter but
did not serve it ourselves. We thank I.C. Parish for its support
of and heartfelt prayers for all the individuals and families
in need of assistance during this challenging time.

Nancy Shepard (in red coat, far right) and a group of
helpful volunteers are thrilled by the generosity of parishioners’ donations to the Cathedral Food Pantry, April 26.
(Photo courtesy of Father Thomas Ryan)

Prayers, Blood Plasma,
help Msgr. Yeazel
Recover from Virus
By Kelly Ann Kelly
Former I.C. pastor Monsignor J. Robert Yeazel is in rehabilitation after a prolonged hospitalization for COVID-19,
the respiratory illness caused by the novel coronavirus. The
78-year-old retired priest was diagnosed with the disease
in March and admitted to Crouse Hospital for treatment.
There, he spent more than a month in the ICU on a ventilator,
under sedation. To date, there are no FDA-approved drugs
specifically for the treatment of COVID-19, but Monsignor
Yeazel received an experimental treatment of convalescent
plasma transfusions. Blood from people who have already
recovered from the disease contains antibodies that may
help patients with COVID-19 to fight off the disease.

Lisa Pilewski took this selfie while waiting to be tested for
the novel coronavirus in early April.
my test was positive for COVID-19. I received a phone call
from a very nice woman with the Health Department. She
went through my contacts and movements and reviewed
my symptoms. I was formally placed in isolation and my
family was formally placed in quarantine. A sheriff’s deputy
delivered orders to this effect the next morning.
I was fortunate that my illness didn’t progress to the
serious, and sometimes lethal, form but I spent many nights
worrying and I researched the disease obsessively. During
the difficult days and nights of isolation, I’d look out my
window at all the people taking walks on my street, yearning to be one of them!
On Holy Saturday, I received a call from the Health Department releasing me from isolation. I was told to continue
social distancing and using a mask if I left the house. Leave
the house? I was floating on a cloud just to be leaving my
bedroom.
Shortly after this, Upstate Medical University offered
me the opportunity to donate my plasma for therapeutic
and research purposes. I was grateful to be able to help in
some way. As it turned out, I had an antigen in my blood
that disqualified me as a plasma donor, but I agreed to have
my blood used in a research study.
That was over two months ago. The fatigue was with me
for a while and I still have daily bouts of dizziness, but I am
lucky to have had such a minor brush with this virus. I am
luckier still to have had the support of family and friends.
No one in my family was ever symptomatic, thank God!
There are more questions than answers about potential immunity, and it feels surreal to say this, but I’m grateful to
have had COVID-19.

Monsignor J. Robert Yeazel was pastor of I.C. Church
from 1980 to 1992.
In May, Monsignor Yeazel’s family made his diagnosis
public and asked for the community’s help to spread the
word on the need for more plasma donations. By midmonth, Monsignor Yeazel had started breathing on his
own. In June, he tested negative for the virus and was well
enough to begin rehabilitation at Sunnyview Rehab Hospital
in Schenectady. Monsignor receives daily physical, occupational, and speech therapy to help him regain the strength
and abilities lost during his protracted illness.
Monsignor Yeazel was the pastor of I.C. from 1980 to
1992. He retired in 2017 after 50 years of ministry in the
Syracuse Diocese. Please keep Monsignor Yeazel and his
family in your prayers. You can send a card or note for
Monsignor Yeazel to Sunnyview Rehabilitation Hospital,
1270 Belmont Ave., Schenectady, NY, 12308.
If you have recovered from COVID-19 and would like
to donate plasma, visit the Red Cross website at www.
redcrossblood.org and click on “COVID-19 Convalescent
Plasma Donation” under the “Donate Blood” tab.

Parish Mourns Loss of Two Prayerful Women
By Kelly Ann Kelly
Immaculate Conception recently lost two kind, generous
souls who devoted their lives to discipleship, Alyce McNamara and Rita Mayer. While very different in personality
— McNamara was outgoing with a mischievous sense of
humor; Mayer was a more soft-spoken, lighthearted wit
— these two deeply spiritual women were similar in many
ways. In their youth, both aspired to become religious sisters before circumstances set them on different paths. Both
were gifted at needlework and
used their God-given talents
to spread joy and comfort.
Both selflessly put others,
especially family and friends,
before themselves and served
the Lord with gladness. Both
had also tested positive for the
novel coronavirus before their
deaths.
Alyce McNamara passed
away at the Bishop nursing
home on May 24, at the age
of 93, after a brief hospital
stay for pneumonia. For many
Alyce McNamara
years, she was active in parish
ministries including the Church
Mice craft group, the Liturgy Committee, FISH, and the
Prayer Ministry. She brought Communion to patients at
Crouse Hospital, was a Eucharistic Minister and lector at
I.C., and gave rides to those who needed transportation to
church. She coordinated altar cleaning and linen care for

the Altar Society and scheduled Eucharistic Ministers for
the Brookdale East Side retirement community. In a 2009
interview for the I.C. Good News, she told columnist Bob
Strong that she woke up every morning hoping someone
would ask her to pray for them. Because of the pandemic,
there was no public funeral for McNamara, but a memorial
service will take place at a later date.
Rita Mayer departed this life on June 11, at the age of
90. With her sister Dorothy Heaney, Mayer participated in
several parish ministries including the Prayer Shawl Ministry, the Prayer Ministry, the Altar Society, and the I.C. Good
News Mailing Committee. By the time of Rita’s passing,
funerals were allowed so, on June 16, dozens of family
members and friends wearing face masks spread out around
the church to celebrate her life. Father Ryan mentioned
that Mayer was known as a
jokester and a poet, then spoke
movingly about her humble
service and generosity to others. Dorothy and Rita’s sister
Rosemary Fatcheric described
Mayer as an avid NASCAR fan
(which surprised Father Ryan)
and, armed with her Polaroid
camera, their family historian.
She noted that June 11 was
their father’s birthday, and “he
must have thought it would be
special if she could celebrate it
in heaven with him.”
Rita Mayer

